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PARAMETERS AND GUI DELI NES
Chapter 1335, Statutes of 1986

Trial Court Delay Reduction_Act

I. SUMARY OF MANDATE

Chapter 1335, Statutes of 1986 added Sections 68605, 68606,
68608, 68609 and 68612 to the Covernnment Code. These sections
require superior courts in nine counties designated by the
Judicial Council to establish an exenplary delay reduction
program conmenci ng operation on January 1, 1988, and continuing
for a three-year period. As a result of the statute, the nine
counties in which the designated superior courts are |ocated
have incurred increased costs for the devel opnment and operation
of a trial delay reduction program

1. COW SSION ON STATE MANDATES DECI S| ON

On February 25, 1988, the Commission found that Chapter 1335,

Statutes of 1986, Governnment Code Sections 68605, 68606, 68608,
68609 and 68612, inposed a new program on the nine designated
counti es.

1. ELIGBLE CLAI MANTS

The following counties were selected for participation in the
pilot program and are eligible for reinbursement of increased

costs :

Al aneda Los Angel es Sacranent o
Contra Costa Orange San Diego
Kern Ri verside San Francisco

V. PERRGD O CAM

Chapter 1335, Statutes of 1986 became effective

January 1, 1987. Section 17557 of the Government Code states
that a test claim nust be submtted on or before Novenber 30
following a given fiscal year to establish eligibility for
rei moursenent for that fiscal year. The test claim for this
mandate was filed by Sacranento County on Septenber 30, 1987.

Pursuant to Chapter 459, Statutes of 1990, costs related to
delay reduction program court operations incurred after
January 1, 1989, are not reinbursable for counties
participating in the Trial Court Funding Program  Therefore,
only those costs related to delay reduction program court
operations incurred on or after January 1, 1987, and until
January 1, 1989, are eligible for reinbursement, since those
counties that participated in this program opted into the Trial
Court Funding Program
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Actual costs for one fiscal year shall be included in each
claim Estimated costs for the subsequent year may be included
on the same claim if applicable. Pursuant to

Section 17561(d?(3) of the Governnent Code (GC), all clains for
rei nbursenent of costs shall be submtted within 120 days of
notification by the State Controller of enactment of the clains

bill.

If the total costs for a given fiscal year do not exceed $200,
no reinbursenent shall be allowed, except as otherw se allowed
by GC Section 17564.

V. _REI MBURSABLE COSTS

Counties will be reinbursed for salaries and wages, services
and supplies, contract services, training, travel, fixed assets
and equi pment costs incurred specifically for the devel opnent
and operation of a delay reduction program. Reinbursable

activities include the follow ng:

A.  Conferring with the local bar, program judges, and other
affected agencies and groups regarding the design and
operation of the program

B. Formulating policies, procedures and standards, and
anendi ng |ocal rules:

Cc. Developing automated systems for case tracking, generation
of notices and calendars, and other program activities;

D. Dissemnating information about the program through
educational foruns, printed naterials, videotapes, etc.;

E. Reviewing existing case files to determne which cases are
still active, noticing litigants whose cases appear to be
i nactive, conducting a dismssal docket, and mcrofilmng
or destroying inactive or disposed cases;

F. Reviewing and filing program docunments, maintaining
case-related information on a manual or automated system
noticing and conducting programrelated hearings,
adm ni stering settlement prograns, and collecting and
anal yzing statistics;

G.  Specialized training of full-time program staff as well as
managenent and technical staff responsible for particular
aspects of the program

VI. CLAIM PREPARATI ON

Each claim for reinbursenent pursuant to this mandate nust be
tinely filed and set forth a listing of each item for which
reinbursement is clainmed under this mandate.
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Caim detail should include the follow ng:

A.

Salaries and Benefits

Enpl oyee costs should be supported by the foll ow ng:

enpl oyee nane, position (job title), productive hourly
rate, hours worked, salary and benefit anounts, and a
description of the tasks performed as they relate to this

mandat e.
Service and Supplies

Identify any direct costs for materials that have been
consumed or expended specifically for this mandate.

Contract Services

List costs incurred for contract services and/or |egal
counsel for the devel opment and operation of the mandated
program Contracting costs are reinbursable to the extent
that the function perforned requires special skills or
know edge that is not readily available from county or
court staff. Use of contract services must be justified by
the clainant.

Trai ni ng

Include the costs of training of personnel. Such costs
include, but are not limted to, salaries and benefits,
transportation, registration fees, per diem and related
costs incurred because of this mandate.  Specialized
training nust be justified by the claimnt.

Travel

Travel expenses such as mleage or airfare, room and board,
and per diem are reinbursable when incurred for the
purposes of this mandate.

Fi xed Assets

List the cost of fixed assets that have been acquired
specifically for the purposes of this mandate. If a fixed
asset is acquired for the delay reduction program but is
utilized in some way not directly related to the program
only the pro-rata portion of the asset which is used for
purposes of the program is reinbursable.

Al |l owabl e Overhead Costs

Counties have the option of using 10% of direct |abor as
indirect costs or preparing a departnental Indirect Cost

Rate Proposal. [f the county elects to prepare an Indirect
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Cost Rate Proposal, the Proposal nust be prepared in
accordance with Ofice of Mnagement and Budget G rcular

A-87 (QVB A-87).

VIT. _SUPPORTING DATA

For auditing purposes, all costs clained nmust be traceable to
source documents and/or worksheets that show evidence of and
the validity of such costs. These docunments nust be kept on
file bg t he agency submtting the claim for a period of no |ess
than three years from the date of the final payment of the
claim pursuant to this mandate, and made available at the
request of the State Controller or his agent.

VITlT. OFESETTING SAVINGS AND OTHER RElI MBURSEMENT

Any offsetting savings the claimnts experience as a direct
result of this statute nust be deducted from the costs

clai med. In addition, reinbursement for this nandate received
from any source, e.g., federal, state, etc., shall be
identified and deducted from this claim

I X. _REQUI RED CERTI FI CATI ON

The following certification nust acconpany the claim
| DO HEREBY CERTIFY under penalty of perjury:

THAT the foregoing is true and correct;

THAT Sections 1090 to 1096, inclusive, of the Government Code
a_ndh ot he(r}I applicable provisions of the |aw have been conplied
with; an

THAT | am the person authorized by the local agency to file
claims for funds with the State of California.

SIGNATURE OF AUTHORI ZED REPRESENTATI VE DATE

TITLE TELEPHONE NUMBER

WP 0030m



