
January 5, 2024

Heather Halsey
Executive Director
Commission on State Mandates
980 Ninth Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95814

Re:  Finance Comments on Draft Proposed Decision for Test Claim 10-TC-07, California 
Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region, Order No. R8-2010-0033

Dear Director Halsey:

The Department of Finance (Finance) has reviewed the draft proposed decision for the 
above-referenced test claim. Finance concurs with the staff recommendation denying 
the test claim for the Riverside County Flood Control and Water Conservation District
and finding that county and city claimants have regulatory and property-related fee 
authority sufficient as a matter of law. However, Finance continues to disagree with the 
findings regarding Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association v. City of Salinas (2002) 98 
Cal.App.4th 1351, and the application of SB 231 in concluding that prior to January 1, 
2018, claimants lacked fee authority due to the voter approval requirement of 
Proposition 218.

Finance defers to the State Water Resources Control Board and the California Regional 
Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region, on the substance of the permit terms, 
whether they are new or exceed federal requirements, or otherwise impose a new 
program or higher level of service. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Chris Hill, Principal 
Program Budget Analyst at (916) 445-3274. 

Sincerely,

Donna Ferebee
Senior Staff Attorney

RECEIVED

Commission on
State Mandates

January 05, 2024



DECLARATION OF SERVICE BY EMAIL 

 
I, the undersigned, declare as follows: 
I am a resident of the County of Sacramento, and I am over the age of 18 years, and 
not a party to the within action.  My place of employment is 980 Ninth Street, Suite 300, 
Sacramento, California 95814. 
On January 5, 2024, I served the: 

• Current Mailing List dated January 3, 2024 
• Finance’s Comments on the Draft Proposed Decision filed January 5, 2024 

California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region, Order No. 
R8-2010-0033, 10-TC-07 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Santa Ana Region, Order No. 
R8-2010-0033, Sections IV; VI.D.1.a.vii; VI.D.1.c.i(8); VI.D.2.c; VI.D.2.d.ii(d); 
VI.D.2.i; VII.B; VII.D.2; VII.D.3; VIII.A; VIII.C; VIII.H; IX.C; IX.D; IX.E; IX.H; X.D; 
XI.D.1; XI.D.6; XI.D.7; XI.E.6; XII.A.1; XII.A.5; XII.B; XII.C.1; XII.D.1; XII.E.1; 
XII.E.2; XII.E.3; XII.E.4; XII.E.6; XII.E.7; XII.E.8; XII.E.9; XII.F; XII.G.1; XII.K.4; 
XII.K.5; XII.H; XIV.D; XV.A; XV.C; XV.F.1; XV.F.4; XV.F.5; XVII.A.3; and 
Appendix 3, Section III.E.3, Adopted January 29, 2010 
County of Riverside, Riverside County Flood Control & Water Conservation 
District, and Cities of Beaumont, Corona; Hemet, Lake Elsinore, Moreno Valley, 
Perris, and San Jacinto, Claimants 

By making it available on the Commission’s website and providing notice of how to 
locate it to the email addresses provided on the attached mailing list. 
I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the 
foregoing is true and correct, and that this declaration was executed on  
January 5, 2024, at Sacramento, California. 
 
 
 

____________________________ 
David Chavez 

      Commission on State Mandates 
980 Ninth Street, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA  95814 
(916) 323-3562 
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